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People feem ‘willing to comprehend, 
viz, How the Diffemers thali brig 
Good out of Evil; how they fhal) make 
the late Occafiona} Biff turn to their Advaa- 
tage, aad as above, caufeit to turn to the 
of that- Haman, she High Tory 


. I Have. enter’d upon a point which few 


of thofe Falfe Brethren that gave them up 
asa Sacrifice. 

I have (aid all that can be needful, con- 
cerning the Nature of this Law 3 it is none 
of my Bufinefsto pafs Cenfarcs upon the 
Legiflature 5 what ever I think of its cone 
fiftcncy with Reafop, with Juice, with the 
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Conftitution, 2nd with Capitolated Right, 
in all which Ihave Explain’d myfelf, this 
is not a Place or a Time to explain myfelfs 
the Law is pafs’d, the Enquiry is, Whar 
follows ? What fhral)be the Confequente ? 
My Notions are, Thar if the Difenters are 
wife, all the Mifchief defign’d againfi their 
ge Circomftances, may be Difap- 
pointed. 

The Diffenters by this Law are Over- 
thrown én their Party-Capacity, in their Po- 
atick Interefts, and pel cannot in theic 
benfts, aft again in Conjon@ion with aly 
Party, as they did befure: Aigh-Church. 
they-s¢ 05, and Low-Churebhas caft cote 
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off; the firft they have an Averfion of Prin- 
ciple to, and it is impoflible a Diffenter, as 
fuch, can, while bis Wits are trufted to bis 
own keeping, fall in with the High Flying 


Church-Men, either in Party or Principle : 


Low-Church they may wifh well te, but the 
mutual Confidence can never be reftor’d, 
fince he that has once betray’d me, I can 
never truft again, while 1 have any Claim 
to common Senfe; What then re- 
mains to them? I thiok their Cafe is clear. 
Jo their Politick Circumflacces, as above, 
likea Refolute Garrifon, the Outworks and 
Palifadoes of their Fortification being taken, 
they retire within the Body of the Place, 
make Coupres, Retrenchmems, and Barrica- 
does within, as the la Refuge, celolving 
to maintain themfelves there, till Reliet 
comes, or the Enemy, weakened by their 
furious and unskilful Attacks, grow faint in 
their pufhiog on the Siege, and then they 
fally out, and recover their Out: works a- 
ain. 
e Thefe Retrenchments, and this laff Re- 
fort of the Diffenters, 1 call their Religious 
Concerns, and their Forming themielves 
into a Body, #s Diffenters, Enquiriog what 
js their proper Fatereft, as fuch, aod pur- 
fuing it by che harmlefs, lawful, proper, 
and neceflary Means, which God, and the 
Confticution ot the Government they live 
under, gives them leave to make ule of ; 
if chis will reftore their Cireamftances, 
their Charaéter, their Reputatior, and 
the Figure they formerly made in the 
World, then, if the Diffesting latereft 
finks, it is their own Fault and their own 
Negle@ which is the Cavfe. 

e Author of the Prose/tant Poft-Boy {ays 
in his laft Paper very well; Toleration, 
Property, and Succeffion being fecur’d, Things 
are come to a point with us, that fo Jong as 
thefe Effential and Fundamental Parts are 
fafe— It i of fmall Concern to private Men, 
svbat particular Sets of Men fhall be as tbe 
Hielm: in fome Seole this is very right, 
and efpecialy as it may relate to the Dif- 
femers: 1 would have the Diffenters now 
look apon themfelves in the Capacity their 
Enemies efteem them to be, and which in- 


deed they are, viz. Private Men : In this 
Capacity on one Hand, all the Calumnay, 
Reproach, and Slander thrown upon the, 

of their Undermining the Church, m 
ceafe, their being a Refilefs Fa@ion, and 
the like Virulent Terms, thefe muft die of 
courfe; the Diffenters can now be dangee 
rous fo n3-body, 
refpeét to the Government, they are di- 
vetted of all Power and Influence, and you 
have Redue’d them to the Capacity of pri- 
vate Mcn, no way Concern’d ix pu 
Mattess 5 if theGovernment mi(carriesnow, 
it isall ia your own Hands, Gentlemen of 
the Cburch, take jt among you, the Dijen- 
sers can bave ao tame. 

It behoves the Difensers now, to look ta 
their private Jncerett, as Diffzneers, and to 
form themfelves into fuch a Cemented 
Conftitution, J mean Religious, as may give 
them a due Weight ia all Matters relating 
to themielves ; as to Things relating to 
Government, they are not Concern’d3; but 
as you High-Church Men, bave Separated 
them from yeu, “tis hop’ you will alfo Se- 
parate yourfelves from them; neither Trade 
with them, Marry with them, Employ 
them; neither lend or borrow of them, 
and let us fee where it will End 3 ftand all 
upon your own Feet, as you govera with- 
out them, you ought to sfk no help of thems 
nor, a Dutiful Complyance with Legal Im- 
pofitions excepted , can they have any 
Thing to do with you. Now ro begin with 
Trade 3 

Are ye, Gentlemen of the High-Churcb, a- 
ble to Employ, or Relieve, all your own Poor & 
Have you Trade enough to fet them all to 
Work ? or Alms enough to fubfift thofe that. 
you cannot Employ ? ifyo. have, goonto 
the Tryal; éf you bave mor,then, whenever 
the Diffensers thall begin to Trade, Em- 
ploy, Marry, and ferve one among anos 
ther Bxclufively, they Rein all this Babel 
you have builr,and you fhafl come creepin 
to the Difenters again, Preach Charity an 
mutual Confidence, a Usion of Affeétion, 
and a Union of Tntereft, for the common 
Good of the Nation: This one Stepeff-@u- 
ally follow’d, would reconcile you all a- 
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for they are No-body, in 
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to the Diffewers “ qu) he | ; 
so ment of the Town was Yory, the Trade 
feiiiical ol sort aise Comaneds from the Whig. | ory, the Trade 


> Of Catryaway two 
Chih tothe Meetiog-Hoofes, Ruin all 
your Corporatiqns in England, and Con- 
vince you, thatto opprefs the Diffenters is 
the worft Step in -your Politicks you can 
ever take. 

Jf Iwas to Argue what would be the 
Confequeace of a_ general Popular Refolu- 
tion among the Diffenters, not to Trade 
with, Bmploy, or aay Way deal among a- 
ny but their own People, the Confufions 
would be unfpeakable that were to follow, 
tho’ I muft own, in the End, the Advantage 
would be -to the Diffenters. 

But I amnot for having the Diffemsers go 
upon any Thing that may Encreafe the 
publick Diftra@ions; I am not for making 


a kind of a Fa@ion in Trade ; the Diffens- 


ers enjoy the Prete&ion ef che Government, 
the Liberties of the Conftitution, except 
as lately excepted, I am far from moving 
them to any Thiog that fhould difturb the 
Civil Government, and therefore when I 
fpeak of Governing before, and the Dif- 
fenters having nothing to do with them, I 
am to be underftood the Corporation Gc- 
vernments, of which, what Treatment the 
Diffemers have from them, how they are 
Intulted by them, and how, now, entirely 
excluded from them, is-known to every 
one. 

The Sum of the matter is this; would 
the Diffenters a& wilcly, they might foon 
make thefe People fenfible of their miftake, 
and IH explain my Meaning, by a certain 
Story, relating toa Village in a certain 
place, fince grown up toa great Town, 
the nt pena is for amy one to make 
that pleafes. 


Acertain Corporation Town having a- 
bundance of poor, a large Manufacture ,and 
great Trade, was thus ttated: The Magi- 
firates, Mayor, Aldermen, sad Town- 
Council were afl Church-Men, the Majler 
Munufalurers were goneraily Diffznsers, at 
Jeaft, being about 12 10 Numoer, 9 of 
them were Difenters, and che other 3 were 
of the fmalleft Buiinels ; fo that the Govern: 
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The Times run hard upon the Diffenters, 
the Laws were put in Execution again 
them ia moft Places 5 and the Magiftrates, 
egg’d on by the Parfon, fell upoa them 
here alfoy two Meeting Houfes which they 
had in the Town, were immediately Dee 
molifh'd, many of the People fent to Prifoa, 
theis Minittcrs driven § Milesoff by the 
Corporation-A@, and the chief of the Di/- 
Senters Profecuted in the Beclefiaftick 
Courts to Excommunication, feizing of 
— Goods and all manner of Extremi- 

cs. 

A Gentleman about fix Miles from the 
place, who was « Diffenter, and had a 
good Effate in that Couatry, Iavited two 
of the Principal Perfecuted Trades-men ta 
thelcer with him, end gave them two Hou- 
fes Rent-free in his Villages their two Mi- 
nifters, he entertain’d in his Houfe, aad 
there they Preached every Sabbath Day to 
the faid Trades-emen—— The two Trades- 
men finding themfelves eafie here, which 
they could not’be in the Neighbouring 
Corporation, foon removed their’ Families 
aud Working Servants, and fettled io the 
Village ; (uch of the Weavers and other 
Work People , as were “depending 
upon thém for Employment, fuon follow’é 
them ; the Poor of the Village immediate- 
ly found the {weer of it: Ina fhort Time, 
3 more of the Mafters, with all their & 
cesera’s, follow’d the Example, and in lefe 
than two Year, all the Nine Mafler- Me 
nufa@urcers removed, fo that the Village 
cou'd not reccive the People chat fol- 
Jow’d ; fome built Hovfes, the Lord of the 
Mannor letting them Land, aod giving 
them all imagioable Encouragement. 

Inthe mean time, the Perfecution of 
Diffnsers flackened, and they begas to 
Preach openly in their New Towns this 
alfo drew many from the Corporation- 
Town, and the Trade Entreafing with the 
People,. the Village grew upto a greae 
Town allthis while, the great Corpora- 
tione Town decay’d and declin’d, .the Bm- 
ployment of the People was gone, and the 
Weight 
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Weight of the Poor not only rematn’d bat 
encreas’d, infomuch, that the Parifh Poor's 
Rate doubled $ the Peoplerun all away, 
not to the. Village:only, but to the Meet- 
ing-Houfe too, to make their Court to the. 
Mafters fos Work ;. thofe that could net 
Work, or could not.get Work, remain’d 
forthe Town, to maintain —— The People 
in the Village remembring how they had 
been wfed; Encourag’d chiefly thofe that 
were Diffemers,. fo-that Hundreds went 
to the Meeting-Houfe who us’d to go’ to 
Church, for fear of lofing their Work 5 
by the Induftry of fome and Charity of o- 
thers, all their real Poor were provided for, 
and che few that: remain’d in the Tory- 
Corporation, ferv’d only to thew the Ruins 


of a good Town, and the fact Effeé 
Cruelty and Perfecution ; fome 
rations ia England, befides C——— 
take a hint from this Story. 


I make no Application Iam not pree 


fcribing to the Diffensers entirely to diftin: 


guith themfelvés from the Cherch-Men in 
Tradé; but Ido fay this, chat wouldthey 
where no vifible rational Difficulty oceurrs, — 


Trade with one another alittle more than 


they do, it would be the fir ftep to-En- 


creafiag. their Number and Eftablifhing 
their Intereft in this Nations and if the 

High-Chusch Mendrive them to Bxtremi- 
ties thé above iga good Example for them. 
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